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CINCSO FOR INTAFF, CINCLANT ALSO FOR POLAD, ROME ALSO FOR 
VATICAN 

E.O. 12356: DECL : OADR 
TAGS: SHUM, PREL, AR, XG 

SUB J : REACTION TO THE ARGENTINE JUNTA'S REPORT ON "THE 
DIRTY WAR" 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 2871 

1. W SUMMARY: ARGENTINE POLITICIANS, CHURCHMEN, AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS ACTIVISTS CONTINUE TO CRITICIZE THE JUNTA'S REPORT 
DN THE WAR AGAINST SUBVERSION AS INADEQUATE AND INCOMPATI- 
BLE WITH CHRISTIAN ETHICS. THE ONLY PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE 
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REPORT WAS GIVEN BY FORMER MILITARY PRESIDENT JORGE VIDELA 
IND TWO BISHOPS. FOREIGN REACTION REPORTED IN THE ARGEN- 
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TINE PRESS WAS ALL CRITICAL OR NONCOMMITTAL. THE DEPART- 
MENT'S APRIL 29 STATEMENT WAS CALLED A 11 LUKEWARM REACTION" 

BY A LEADING DAILY. REACTION IN ROME RANGED FROM 
"ASTONISHMENT" TO "INCREDULITY", AND PRESIDENT PERTINI 
REPORTEDLY SENT A SCATHING TELEGRAM TO THE GOA CALLING THE 
JUNTA'S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT ALL MISSING PERSONS ARE NOW MOSTLY 
CONSIDERED TO BE DEAD "BLOODCHILLING CYNICISM" AND "BEYOND 
HUMAN CIVILITY" . THE GOA SAID THE TELEGRAM HAD NOT BEEN 
RECEIVED AS OF MAY 2, BUT IF IT WERE RECEIVED IT "WOULD 
CERTAINLY BE REJECTED FOR CONSTITUTING AN INTOLERABLE 
INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OUR COUNTRY." THE 
OVERWHELMINGLY NEGATIVE REACTION TO THE JUNTA'S REPORT, 

BOTH IN ARGENTINA AND ABROAD, ASSURES THAT THE ISSUE OF 
MISSING PERSONS AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR POSSIBLE CRIMES 
WILL CONTINUE TO BE EXPLOSIVE FOR SOME TIME. PRESS REPORTS 
OF AN AMNESTY LAW TO BE ISSUED BEFORE THE OCTOBER 30 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS WILL ONLY ADD TO THE CURRENT CONTROVERSY. 

THE PERONISTS ARE IN AN AWKWARD POSITION. THEY FEEL CON- 
STRAINED TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR LAUNCHING THE MILITA- 
RY ON A CAMPAIGN OF REPRESSION, BUT DISASSOCIATE THEMSELVES 
FROM THE "EXCESSES" COMMITTED. THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
ESTABLISHED PROCEDURES FOR RELATIVES OF MISSING PERSONS 
TO REVIEW GOA LISTS ON THE SUBJECT. THE GOA WILL BE 
PROVIDING MORE INFORMATION THAN EVER BEFORE. END SUMMARY. 

2. (U) CRITICISM CONTINUES 

ARGENTINE POLITICIANS, CHURCHMEN, AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
ACTIVISTS CONTINUE TO CRITICIZE THE RULING MILITARY 
JUNTA'S APRIL 28 STATEMENT THAT THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE 
WHO DISAPPEARED IN CIVIL STRIFE IN THE 1970'S SHOULD 
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BE CONSIDERED DEAD. MOST POLITICAL PARTIES ALSO 
CONDEMNED AS INADEQUATE THE ARMED FORCES' REPORT ON 
rHE CAMPAIGN AGAINST TERRORISTS, WHICH WAS BROADCAST 
DN NATIONAL RADIO AND TELEVISION ON APRIL 28. SOME 
CHURCH LEADERS DESCRIBED ITS CONTENTS AS INCOMPATIBLE 
WITH CHRISTIAN ETHICS, AND HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS 
REJECTED IT OUT OF HAND. 

3. (U) POLITICAL REACTION 

\. FORMER PROVISIONAL PRESIDENT AND PERONIST PRESIDENTIAL 
iOPEFUL ITALO LUDER ADMITTED THAT THE LAST PERONIST GOVERN - 
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MENT PASSED THE LAWS ORDERING THE ARMED FORCES TO FIGHT 
THE SO-CALLED "DIRTY WAR" , BUT SAID THE CAMPAIGN SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT "WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE LAW, 

AS IN ALL CIVILIZED COUNTRIES." RADICAL PARTY LEADER 
ANTONIO TROCCOLI SAID THAT THE JUNTA'S REPORT, WHICH DID 
NOT GO FURTHER THAN ADMITTING THAT IN SOME CASES' THE 
ARMED FORCES HAD "OVERSTEPPED THE LIMITS OF FUNDAMENTAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS" IN ANTI -GUERRILLA OPERATIONS, "FAILED TO 
EXPLAIN WHY THE STATE'S BEHAVIOR HAD DEPARTED FROM THE 
ETHICS AND PRINCIPLES OF ARGENTINE SOCIETY." 

B. THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE JUSTICIALIST (PERONIST) 
PARTY AND THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PERONIST LABOR ORGAN "62 
ORGANIZATIONS" ISSUED A MILD CRITIQUE OF THE DOCUMENT. 

THEY SAID THAT IT DOES NOT "SATISFY EXPECTATIONS", ADDING 
THAT "THE ARMED FORCES SHOULD HAVE LIMITED THEMSELVES 
TO THE LEGAL INSTRUMENTS PROMULGATED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
GOVERNMENT OF ISABEL PERON FOR THE REPRESSION OF SUBVER- 
SION." IN THE FUTURE, THEY SAY, "ARGENTINA MUST LIVE 
WITHIN THE STRICT OBSERVANCE OF THE LAW." HOWEVER, THEY 
TELLINGLY ADD THAT THE "JUSTICIALIST PARTY HAS NEVER 
CALLED FOR REVENGE AND WILL NOT TRANSFORM THE BANNERS 
FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ... INTO CORROSIVE 
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RHETORIC THAT STANDS IN THE WAY OF NATIONAL UNITY AND 
RECONCILIATION AMONG ARGENTINES." 

4. Aft COMMENT: WORTH UNDERSCORING IS THE MILITARY REGIME'S 
EMPHASIS ON THE ROLE OF THE LAST PERONIST GOVERNMENT IN 
THE REPRESSION OF SUBVERSION, AND THE REACTION OF THE 
PERONISTS. THE DOCUMENT IS EFFECTIVE IN DEMONSTRATING 
THAT JUAN DOMINGO PERON, BEFORE HIS DEATH, ISABEL PERON 
AND ITALO LUDER (WHO WAS PROVISIONAL PRESIDENT DURING ONE 
OF ISABELITA'S ILLNESSES) REPUDIATED THE SUBVERSIVE S AND 
LAUNCHED THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST THEM, A CAMPAIGN WHICH THE 
MILITARY JOINED AT THE EXPLICIT ORDERS OF THE CONSTITU- 
IONAL GOVERNMENT. THIS STATEMENT WAS ACCOMPANIED BY 
IMAGES OF JUAN PERON DENOUNCING THE SUBVERSIVES. MOREOVER, 
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IT IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT SOME PERONISTS COOPERATED FULLY 
IN THE CAMPAIGN OF REPRESSION, NOTABLY THOSE WHO WERE 
INVOLVED WITH THE TRIPLE A. THUS, THE PERONISTS ARE IN 
H PARTICULARLY AWKWARD SITUATION, AS REFLECTED IN THE 
REACTIONS OF ITALO LUDER AND THE PERONIST PARTY. LUDER 
rRIED TO PUT DISTANCE BETWEEN HIMSELF AND THE MILITARY 
CAMPAIGN OF REPRESSION, BUT WITHOUT REPUDIATING THE DECREES 
THAT SANCTIONED IT, BY EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
DB SERVING THE LAW, MILITARY REGULATIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 
[HE TEPID OFFICIAL PERONIST PARTY STATEMENT WILL PROBABLY 
?UEL RUMOURS ABOUT A DEVELOPING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
MILITARY AND THE PERONISTS (SEPTEL) . END COMMENT. 

5 . (U) CHURCH AND OTHER REACTIONS 

i. ARGENTINA'S TWO CARDINALS WERE UNAVAILABLE FOR COMMENT. 
IOWEVER, BISHOP JUSTO LAGUNA OF MORON, THE HEAD OF THE 
BISHOPS' PASTORAL COMMITTEE AND ONE OF THE EPISCOPATE'S 
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MOST INFLUENTIAL BISHOPS -- HE IS CONSIDERED A MIDDLE-OF- 
THE-ROADER AND WRITES MOST OF THE EPISCOPATE'S "POLITICAL" 

STATEMENTS -- INDICATED HIS DISSATISFACTION WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT STATEMENT. IN HIS USUAL MEASURED AND PRECISE 
FASHION, LAGUNA, WHO MADE IT CLEAR HE WAS SPEAKING PER- 
SONALLY AND NOT OFFICIALLY FOR THE CHURCH, TERMED THE 
PORTION OF THE DOCUMENT DEALING WITH GOVERNMENT REPRESSION 
"UNBALANCED" AND "UNCLEAR" IN COMPARISON WITH THE DETAILS 
DESCRIBING TERRORIST METHODS AND ACTIONS. "THE ENDS DO 
NOT JUSTIFY THE MEANS", HE SAID, AND FAULTED THE 
GOVERNMENT REPORT FOR ITS "LACK OF ANY EXPLICIT ACKNOWLED- 
GEMENT ABOUT THE CHOICE OF AN ETHICALLY FLAWED COURSE, 

REGARDLESS OF ITS EFFICACY." 



ER CHURCH LEADERS' REACTIONS WERE LARGELY PREDIC- 
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TABLE. LONGTIME GOVERNMENT CRITICS BISHOPS MIGUEL HESAYNE 
OF VIEDMA, JORGE NOVAK OF QUILMES AND VICENTE ZAZPE OF 
SANTE FE BLASTED THE REPORT AS, AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
"IMMORAL AND FALSE", AND "HYPOCRITICAL." AT THE OTHER 
END OF THE SPECTRUM, CONSERVATIVE BISHOP ANTONIO QUARRA- 
CINO OF AVELLANEDA, PRESIDENT OF THE LATIN AMERICAN 
EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE, AND BISHOP CANDIDO RUBIOLO OF 
MENDOZO, FOUND THE DOCUMENT ON THE WHOLE ACCEPTABLE. 

THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO HERE, UBALDO CALABRESI, SAID HE 
PREFERRED TO REMAIN SILENT FOR THE MOMENT. BISHOP 
FEDERICO PAGURA, LEADER OF THE METHODIST CHURCH IN 
ARGENTINA, SAID THE JUNTA'S ACCOUNT OF ITS ACTIONS AGAINST 
THE GUERRILLAS "IS CONSTRUCTED ON HALF TRUTHS AND 
RADIATES A PRIDE THAT IS TOTALLY AT ODDS WITH THE GOSPEL." 
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNER ADOLFO PEREZ ESQUIVEL DESCRIBED 
rHE DOCUMENT AS "IMMORAL, AGAINST THE GOSPEL, PARTIAL AND 
LACKING IN CRITICAL ANALYSIS." 

5. (U) MILITARY REACTION 

?ORMER PRESIDENT JORGE VIDELA SAID THAT HE COMPLETELY 
AGREED WITH THE REPORT, WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS "INSPIRED 
3Y JUSTICE AND TRUTH". VIDELA ADMITTED THAT THE ARMED 
FORCES HAD MADE MISTAKES "WHICH ALMOST EXCEEDED ETHICAL 
JIM ITS . " VIDELA ALSO SAID THAT THE FIGHT AGAINST LEFT- 
flNG TERRORISM COULD NOT HAVE BEEN TACKLED IN A WAY 
DIFFERENT FROM THE ONE FOLLOWED. PRESIDENT BIGNONE 
)ECLINED TO GIVE HIS OPINION OF THE STATEMENT. HIS 
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SPOKESMAN TOLD THE PRESS THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS AN ACTIVE 
PARTICIPANT IN THE WRITING OF THE DOCUMENT- 

7 . (U) FOREIGN REACTION 

A. WASHINGTON: THE DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT AT THE APRIL 29 
NOON BRIEFING WAS HEADLINED "LUKEWARM REACTION IN WASHING- 
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3N” BY LEADING BA DAILY "CLARIN" , AND PUBLISHED ON PAGE 
?OUR WITH REACTION FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. 

3. NEW YORK: AN AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL SPOKESMAN WAS 
QUOTED BY NEWSPAPERS AS DEMANDING THAT THE GOA PRESENT 
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INDIVIDUAL REPORTS ON "THE FATE OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE 
WHO DISAPPEARED IN THAT COUNTRY DURING THE DECADE OF THE 
70' S." HE ADDED THAT AMNESTY WANTS THE RELATIVES OF THE 
VICTIMS TO RECEIVE REDRESS, AND THOSE WHO VIOLATED HUMAN 
RIGHTS TO BE BROUGHT TO JUSTICE. 

C. ROME: ARGENTINE NEWSPAPERS OF MAY 2 MADE FRONT-PAGE 
LEAD-STORY NEWS OF PRESIDENT SANDRO PERTINI ' S SCATHING 
TELEGRAM OF APRIL 30 TO THE GOA, IN WHICH HE REPORTEDLY 
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CALLED THE JUNTA'S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT ALL MISSING PERSONS 
\RE NOW MOSTLY CONSIDERED TO BE DEAD "BLOOD -CHILLING 
CYNICISM" AND "BEYOND HUMAN CIVILITY”. THE ITALIAN 
AMBASSADOR HERE CONFIRMED TO US THAT HE MADE A VERY TOUGH 
DEMARCHE ON APRIL 30 TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
RELATIONS . THE DEMARCHE WAS GIVEN HEAVY PRESS COVERAGE, 

AS WAS THE GOA'S REACTION, WHICH WAS TO REJECT PERTINI ' S 
STATEMENT. PRESIDENT BIGNONE'S PRESS SPOKESMAN SAID ON 
4AY 2 THAT BIGNONE HAD NOT RECEIVED PERTINI ' S TELEGRAM, 

3UT IF HE DID, THE TELEGRAM "WOULD CERTAINLY BE REJECTED 
FOR CONSTITUTING AN INTOLERABLE INTERFERENCE IN THE 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OUR COUNTRY." ITALIAN EMBASSY SOURCES 
4ERE QUOTED AS NOTING THAT ITALY'S APRIL 26 OFFER TO 
4EDIATE THE FALKLANDS /MALVINAS ISSUE WILL PROBABLY BE 
EFFECTED BY THIS LATEST DETERIORATION IN ARGENTINE- ITALIAN 
DELATIONS. THOSE SAME SOURCES WERE ALSO QUOTED AS SAYING 
[HAT AN URGENT MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMON MARKET 
\MB AS SADORS IN BUENOS AIRES WAS CALLED BY THE ITALIANS 
)N APRIL 30, AT WHICH THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR CALLED FOR 
’A COMMON STANCE ON THE MILITARY REGIME'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
[HE FATE OF PEOPLE WHO DISAPPEARED DURING THE SO-CALLED 
DIRTY WAR." 

). MADRID: A FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN IN MADRID WAS 
DUOTED BY REUTERS AS SAYING THAT SPAIN WOULD CONTINUE 
’O PRESS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE APPROXIMATELY 200 
>EOPLE OF SPANISH ORIGIN WHO DISAPPEARED IN ARGENTINA. 

HE SPANISH PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE REPORTEDLY ISSUED 
N OFFICIAL STATEMENT REJECTING THE ARGENTINE ASSERTION 
THAT ALMOST ALL THE DISAPPEARED WERE TERRORISTS, PARTI- 
CULARLY THOSE 35 OF SPANISH NATIONALITY AND 174 CHILDREN 
ND GRANDCHILDREN OF SPANIARDS ABOUT WHOSE FATE SPAIN HAS 
NQUIRED . THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS THE PROCEDURE 
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EMPLOYED TO ERADICATE TERRORIST GROUPS FROM ARGENTINE 
SOCIETY AS A VIOLATION OF THE MOST BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS.” 

E. JERUSALEM: WIRE SERVICE REPORTS QUOTED SOCIALIST MEMBER 
OF THE ISRAELI KNESSET YAIR ZABAN AS CALLING ON THE KNES- 
SET TO "EXAMINE ISRAELI -ARGENTINE RELATIONS" IN LIGHT OF 
THE JUNTA' S STATEMENT, AND FOR ISRAEL TO REVISE ITS 
RELATIONS "WITHTHE DICTATORIAL CASTE IN POWER IN 
ARGENTINA. " 

8. (U) ILLEGAL BROADCAST 

IN LA PLATA (ABOUT 45 MILES EAST OF BUENOS AIRES) A 
CLANDESTINE BROADCASTING STATION JAMMED THE APRIL 28 
NATIONWIDE BROADCAST OF THE REPORT FOR ABOUT 25 MINUTES. 

A VOICE CLAIMING TO BE THAT OF MONTONERO LEADER MARIO 
FIRMENICH WAS PLAYED OVER THE VOICE OF THE SPEAKER READING 
THE OFFICIAL DOCUMENT, AND CRITICIZED THE COUNTRY'S 
ECONOMIC SITUATION AND THREATENED TERRORIST ACTION IN THE 
NEXT TWO MONTHS. 

9. (U) AMNESTY LAW BEING STUDIED? 

PRESS REPORTS QUOTED AN UNNAMED "HIGH-RANKING MILITARY 
SOURCE” AS STATING THAT THE GOA WOULD ISSUE AN AMNESTY 
LAW BEFORE THE OCTOBER 30 NATIONAL ELECTIONS IN ANOTHER 
EFFORT TO END THE PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE ARMED FORCES' 
"DIRTY WAR.” AN INTERIOR MINISTRY SOURCE TOLD THE PRESS 
[HAT THE MINISTRY DID NOT HAVE A DRAFT AMNESTY LAW, BUT 
ADMITTED THAT SUCH A DRAFT COULD BE UNDER DISCUSSION "AT 
)THER LEVELS OF DECISION." 

L0. (U) RELATIVES CHECK WITH INTERIOR MINISTRY 

IUNDREDS OF RELATIVES OF MISSING PERSONS, SOME FROM THE 
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>ROVINCES, LINED UP AT THE INTERIOR MINISTRY THE FIRST TWO 
FORKING DAYS AFTER THE JUNTA'S STATEMENT TO BEGIN THE 
TECESSARY PAPERWORK THAT WILL ALLOW THEM ACCESS TO THE 
1 1 STS AND INFORMATION CONCERNING PRISONERS AND MISSING 
•ERSONS OFFERED BY THE GOVERNMENT IN ITS REPORT ON SUB- 
'ERSION . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, EACH RELATIVE WAS 
rIVEN AN APPOINTMENT WHEN HE MAY SEE THE GOA'S LISTS OF 
HEREABOUTS REQUESTS f WHEREABOUTS CLEARED, PRISONERS AT 
HE DISPOSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH {SO-CALLED PEN 
RISONERS) , AND VICTIMS OF SUBVERSION. ACCESS TO THE 
OA'S LISTS IS A NEW DEVELOPMENT. THE GOA WILL BE PROVID- 
N G MORE INFORMATION THAN EVER BEFORE. WE WILL REPORT 
ORE ON THIS AFTER CHECKING WITH PEOPLE WHO HAVE GONE 
HROUGH THE PROCEDURE. 
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1. COMMENT: THE OVERWHELMING NEGATIVE REACTION TO 
HE JUNTA'S REPORT, BOTH IN ARGENTINA AND ABROAD, MEANS 
1AT THE ISSUES OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN GENERAL, MISSING 
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PERSONS IN PARTICULAR, AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR POSSIBLE 
CRIMES COMMITTED DURING THE WAR AGAINST SUBVERSION WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE POTENTIAL TIME BOMBS FOR SOME TIME TO COME. 
\N ITALIAN COLLEAGUE RECENTLY TOLD US THAT ANOTHER WAY THE 
10A IS TRYING TO CLOSE THE BOOK ON THE ISSUE OF MISSING 
PERSONS IS BY TELLING EMBASSIES IN BA THAT THEY HAVE NO 
1IGHT TO INQUIRE ABOUT THE WHEREABOUTS OF A MISSING PERSON 
DR THE STATUS OF A DETAINEE (SO-CALLED PEN PRISONER) IF 
[HAT MISSING PERSON OR DETAINEE IS ARGENTINE -- EVEN IF 
DUAL NATIONALITY IS INVOLVED. OUR ITALIAN COLLEAGUE SAID 
[HAT HIS EMBASSY WAS INFORMED OF THIS NEW GOA POLICY IN 
\ NOTE FROM THE FOREIGN MINISTRY TWO WEEKS AGO. HE IS 
CHECKING WITH OTHER EMBASSIES TO SEE WHO ELSE RECEIVED A 
DOPY, STARTING WITH US. WE HAVE NOT SO FAR. IN REPLY TO 
DUR QUESTION, HE SAID THAT HIS EMBASSY PLANNED TO IGNORE 
[HE NOTE AND TO CONTINUE AS BEFORE. WHEN ASKED IF HE 
EHOUGHT THAT THE NOTE WAS RELATED TO A POSSIBLE VISIT BY 
[TALIAN PARLIAMENTARIANS TO INVESTIGATE HUMAN RIGHTS, HE 
AGREED THAT IT PROBABLY WAS -- ADDING, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
71 SIT WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE POSTPONED FOR A FEW 
IONTHS NOW THAT ELECTIONS ARE LIKELY IN ITALY. 


.2. COINCIDENCE, WE WILL BE SENDING A FORMAL NOTE 

'O THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THIS WEEK TO SEEK INFORMATION 
lBOUT FIVE ARGENTINES WHO ARE THE SUBJECTS OF RECENT 
IONGRES S I ONAL INTEREST. WE WILL REPORT WHAT THE REACTION 
S. SHLAUDEMAN 
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